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annual  report 

OF  THE 

IWEDlGAIi  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Hollingworth 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mottram, 

February  3rd,  1899. 

Gentleman, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of 
the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  District 
during  the  past  year,  together  with  the  usual  statistics 
of  the  sickness  and  mortality  on  Tables  A and  B 


supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Population — Census,  1891  2,895 

„ Estimated  to  middle  of  1898  ...  2,663 

Area  in  Acres 2,086 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  26-6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living 16T 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ’7 

Death  Rate  of  Children  under  1 year  per 

1,000  Registered  Births  183‘0 


BIRTH-RATE. — During  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1898,  71  births  (38  males  and  33  females)  have 
been  registered,  being  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  26  6 per 
1,000  inhabitants,  as  compared  with  74  births,  and  a 
birth-rate  of  27’7  per  1,000  last  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and 
the  birth-rate  for  the  past  five  years  : — 
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Year. 

Number  of 
Births. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Population. 

1894 

09 

23  f8 

2895 

1895 

80 

29-4 

2895 

1890 

81 

27-9 

2895 

1897 

74 

277 

Estimated  20f)3 

1898 

71 

20-0 

„ 20(53 

DEATH-IiATE. — The  number  of  deaths,  at  all  ages 
and  from  all  causes  during  the  year,  was  43  (22  males 
and  21  females),  being  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of 
16T  per  1,004  inhabitants,  as  compared  with  07  deaths 
and  a death-rate  of  25T  per  1,000  during  the  year 
1897.  Thirteen  deaths  occurred  to  children  under 
1 year ; the  rate  being  equal  to  4\S  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  or  183  per  1,000  registered  births. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
and  the  death-rate  since  1894  : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Kate  per 

1 ,000. 

Infant 

M >rtality 
under 

1 Year. 

Rate  per 

1 ,000. 

Population. 

1894 

88 

13*1 

9 

31 

2895 

189i 

43 

14-8 

14 

4'8 

2893 

1896 

54 

18-6 

13 

4'4 

2895 

1897 

67 

25-1 

16 

6 

2663 

189S 

43 

16-1 

13 

4-8 

2663 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  13  occurred, 
to  children  under  1 year;  7 between  the  age  of  1 and 
5,  2 between  15  and  25,  10  between  25  and  65,  and  11, 
about  65  years. 

Acute  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  such  as 
Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &c.,  caused  7 deaths,  Phthisis, 
1,  Heart  Disease  4,  and  Typhoid  Fever  1. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. — 53  cases  of  Infectious 
diseases  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  viz  : — 
37  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  13  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever, 
2 Erysipelas,  and  1 Diphtheria. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — An  outbreak  of  this  Disease, 
of  a mild  character,  occurred  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  but  none  of  the  cases  proved  fatal.  Although 
there  were  a few  cases  lurking  in  the  District  in 
December,  this  outbreak  appears  to  have  had  its 
principal  infecting  centre  at  Brookfield,  which  joins 
up  to  your  District,  and  the  Schools  there  were  closed  in 
consequence.  This  action  had  apparently  little  effect, 
as  the  disease  soon  spread  into  Hadfield  Lane,  and 
Mottram  Moor,  as  well  as  through  your  District,  and 
continued  up  to  the  21st  of  April,  the  largest 
number  of  cases  (13)  being  notified  in  February.  In 
August  an  isolated  case  occurred,  followed  by  a 
second  in  the  same  house.  Owing  to  the  mild  type 
of  the  outbreak,  the  Schools  were  not  closed,  but 
the  Head  Teachers  were  interviewed,  and  requested 
to  keep  all  healthy  children  from  infected  houses 
away  from  school,  and  these  instructions  were 
carefully  carried  out.  I believe  the  closing  of  schools 
to  be  a most  effectual  measure  in  rural  districts, 
where  you  cun  isolate  whole  villages  that  are 
unaffected,  but  the  same  result  is  not  attained  in 
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manufacturing  districts,  owing  to  the  indiscriminate 
manner  in  which  the  children  from  infected  and  non- 
infected  houses,  when  not  at  school,  are  allowed  to 
play  together  and  enter  each  other’s  houses.  There 
are  also  two  other  common  sources  by  which  infectious 
diseases  are  spread  in  manufacturing  districts,  which 
are  not  met  with  in  Agricultural  Districts,  namely : 
by  parents  from  infected  houses  conveying  infection 
in  their  clothes  to  the  children  who  are  employed  as 
half-timers  at  the  factories  ; and  also  by  the  manner 
in  which  the  latter  from  infected  houses  mix  and 
play  with  healthy  children  on  the  way  to  and  from 
their  employment. 

ERYSIPELAS. — One  case  of  Erysipelas  occurred  in 
April,  and  another  in  September,  both  facial,  and  of 
mild  character.  The  nouse  on  Wedneshough  Green, 
where  the  first  case  occurred,  was  damp,  and  the  system 
of  drainage  bad,  but  no  sanitary  defects  were  discov- 
ered in  connection  with  the  second  case. 

DIPHTHERIA.— One  case  occurred  in  December. 
No  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  on  the  premises. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. — The  first  case  of  this  disease 
occurred  in  one  of  a block  of  four  cottages  on  Cinder 
Hill,  Wedneshough  Green,  and  was  followed  by  two 
other  cases  in  the  same  house,  one  of  which  proved 
fatal.  This  house  tvas  very  dirty,  damp,  badly  drained, 
and  ill-ventilated.  These  cottages  (of  which  twro  only 
are  now  occupied)  are  not,  in  their  present  condition, 
lit  for  human  habitation. 

In  October  two  cases  were  notified,  followed  by  six 
others  in  November,  and  five  in  December.  My  inves- 
tigations as  to  the  source,  in  the  first  few  cases,  were 
unsatisfactory,  but,  as  the  result  of  further  observa- 


tion,  I found  that  most  of  those  suffering  from  the 
disease  were  spinners  at  Mersey  Mills.  The  water 
supply  to  the  spinners  there  was  obtained  from  a shal- 
low boring  at  no  great  distance  from,  or  below,  the 
level  of  the  River  Etherow.  That  part  of  the 
river  near  the  well  was  diverted  from  its 
original  coui'se,  and  part  of  the  factory  was 
built  upon  the  old  river  bed,  which  is  composed 
of  sand  and  gravel,  and  at  certain  levels  of 
the  river  there  is  no  doubt  the  river  water  (which 
higher  up  receives  the  sewage  from  Hadfield  and  Pad- 
field)  finds  its  way  into  the  well,  and  contaminates  the 
water.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Rhodes’  attention  was  drawn 
to  the  suspicious  nature  of  the  supply,  he  promptly 
ordered  the  discontinuance  of  its  use  for  drinking 
purposes,  and  had  it  analysed.  When  I pointed  out  to 
him  that  an  ordinary  analysis  would  not  reveal  the 
presence  of  typhoid  germs,  and  that  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  the  river  and  well  would  always  be  a source  of 
danger,  he,  with  commendable  consideration  for  his 
workpeople,  and  at  considerable  expense,  rather  than 
run  any  future  risk,  immediately  had  the  factory  sup- 
plied with  town's  water. 

The  firm  of  Mr.  J.  Dalton,  calico  printers,  has  also 
been  induced  to  supply  the  Works  with  the  Town’s 
Water,  the  late  supply  being  derived  from  a shallow 
spring  in  a field  adjoining  the  works,  and  could 
scarcely  fail  to  he  contaminated  with  more  or  less 
ma n u ri al  i mpu  r i ties. 

As  there  are  about  1,600  people  employed  at  these 
two  works,  I consider  this  supply  of  pure  water  to  so 
many  persons  to  bo  the  most  important  of  the  year’s 
improvements. 
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ISOLATION  AND  DISINFECTION.— This  matter 
has  been  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  disinfectants 
have  been  freely  supplied  by  the  Authority  on  applica- 
tion, and  the  houses  and  bedding  disinfected  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

WATER  SUPPLY.--The  Water  Supply  is  abundant 
and  of  good  quality. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — There  are  no  Milk  Shops,  the 
supply  being  obtained  from  the  surrounding  farms. 

SEWERING. — The  main  sewer  and  outfall  works 
are  working  well,  the  effluent  being  of  a satisfactory 
character.  A large  number  of  houses  have  been 
connected  with  the  main  sewer,  including  all  those  in 
Woolley  Lane,  and  all  trapped,  with  the  exception  of 
four  houses  belonging  to  Mr.  Roberts.  The  drain 
that  passed  under  the  house  in  Cannon-street,  where 
a case  of  Erysipelas  occurred,  has  been  filled  up,  and 
a new  drain  put  down  outside.  The  shallow  well  in 
connection  with  this  property  has  also  been  filled  up. 
The  drain  that  passed  under  the  house  on  Mr.  Stott’s 
property  has  been  done  away  with,  and  a new 
one  joined  to  the  main  sewer.  Near  this  property 
two  main  sewer  ventilating  shafts  have  been  erected. 
A new  drain  has  also  been  put  in  to  carry  the  sewage 
from  Bent  House,  which  found  its  way  into  the 
cellar  from  a cesspool,  and  this  latter  has  been  done 
away  with. 

MIDDENS. — This  is  a matter  that  requires  your 
attention,  as  the  majority  are  still  uncovered,  and  in 
wet  weather  are  converted  into  cesspools,  and  are  also 
very  offensive  during  the  hot  weather. 
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COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES.— T1  lese  places  have  received 
more  than  usual  attention  since  it  has  been  ascertain- 
ed beyond  doubt  that  infected  milk  from  tuberculous 
cows  is  a source  of  Tuberculosis  in  its  several  forms  in 
children.  A great  deal  of  this  disease  in  cows  could  be 
prevented  by  a better  sanitary  condition  of  their  hab- 
itations, as  regards  light,  drainage,  and  ventilation, 
all  these  conditions  being  too  frequently  absent  in  a 
number  of  cowsheds  in  the  district. 

INSPECTIONS. — In  company  with  your  Inspector  I 
have  made  periodical  Inspections  of  the  district, 
including  slaughter-houses,  dwelling-houses,  &c.,  and 
where  insanitary  conditions  have  been  found  your 
Inspector  has  issued  notices  for  their  removal. 

LODGING-HOUSES. — There  is  only  one  common 
lodging-house,  and  this  has  always  been  found  clean 
and  in  good  order. 

NOXIOUS  TRADES.  — No  noxious  trades  are 
carried  on  in  the  District. 

NUISANCE  ABATEMENTS. — Your  Inspector  has 
superintended  the  laying  of  new  drains,  and  attended 
to  the  clearing  of  choked  drains,  emptying  middens, 
and  the  removal  of  all  Nuisances  that  came  under  his 
observation. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  E.  S.  BURNETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


